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This Month We

Celebrate & Thank
Members of the Discernment Team:

Cathey Sadowski, Mary Gene Simmons,

Lee Foster, Tom Jordan, Bob Kidd,

Nancy Moore, Jim Parker, Jim White

Quarterly Business Meeting and

Covered Dish Luncheon

April 27, 2014, noon

ggg

Report Deadline for Book of Reports:

NO LATER THAN Friday, April 11

1  Wednesday Dinner
st

April 2, 6 pm, Social Hall

Town Hall Discussion led by

the Discernment Team

Knitting Group

April 8, 10 am, Fellowship Lounge

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

April 9, 8 am, Social Hall

Women for Missions

April 9, 10 am, South W ing

Sympathy
...to Jan Puffenberger and family on the death

of her husband, Charles G. (Puff)

Puffenberger, on March 9.

...to Kay Cheves and family on the death of

her son, John Champion, on March 15

April Birthdays
(2) Priscilla Briggs (3) Les Bennett, Dave

Buckle (4) Joan Gilkison, Mary Ann Fagley

(5) Susan Shepard (7) Debbie Taber (9)

Susan Alsing (11) Ed Sadowski, Dave

Davenport (16) Elinor W arren (17) Ed Parker

(22) Cathy Short (23) Connie Freise (25)

Elaine Beckman (28) Tim Cross (29) Rich

Scholl

 

Thank You
The family of Art Rodgers wishes to thank all

who have been so kind with cards and calls,

and those who were so helpful with the service

and the wonderful reception.

May Spire
Please submit information for the May Spire in

writing to the church office by April 15. 

Maundy Thursday Seder & Communion

April 17, 5:30 pm, Social Hall
On Maundy Thursday, you will have a unique opportunity to learn
about the Passover meal Jesus and his
disciples ate together. We will examine the
elements of the “Seder” to learn how they
reflect the story of God’s people. In such a
way, Passover becomes more than a
celebration; it becomes a way to confess our
faith. I hope you will join us for both the
explanation of the Seder meal at 5:30 pm and a fellowship
meal at Sal’s to follow (dutch treat)! Please let us know you
are coming so we can make reservations.

Easter Schedule
Palm Sunday, April 13, 11 am
Children’s Palm Processional

Maundy Thursday Seder & Communion, April 17, 5:30 pm
Fellowship Meal at Sal’s, 6:45 pm

Easter Sunday, April 20, 11 am

Deacon of the Month
Larry Neal is our Deacon of the Month for April. A native of

Indiana, he earned a degree in agronomy from Purdue

University, then spent 32 years with the U.S. Dept. Of

Agriculture, retiring in 1994. Larry and Marge moved to

W illiamsburg in 2001 and joined W BC a year later. Since

then, Larry has served the church in a number of volunteer

positions. In addition to serving as a deacon, he is

currently a trustee of the church.

A Note from Amanda George
I want to thank the members at W BC for the love and

support you have shown me during my two years here.

I have been incredibly blessed to be a part of this

church family. The children and youth I have worked

with have inspired, challenged and helped me grow

both personally and professionally. Every child, youth,

and parent has made me feel welcome and appreciated, for which I am so

grateful. I am sad to leave this loving family, and my prayers will be with you

as W illiamsburg Baptist delves into the period of growth that lies before it.

I want to express my gratitude to all the children and youth for the fun,

laughs, participation, and love. I offer my thanks to the congregation for

words of encouragement and constant support. Thank you for allowing me

the opportunity to be a part of this wonderful community! I will think of you

all often during this next stage of my journey towards God’s purpose for me.

“What On Earth Am I Here For?”
... a six-week, church-wide study during the Sunday

School hour beginning May 4. See Dr. Jim W hite’s

article in this month’s Spire for details

Easter Flowers ~ $15 each
Please order by April 11 (checks payable to “WBC”).

An additional donation to help provide palms for the sanctuary

on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday will be appreciated.

Given by ___________________________________________________

In memory of _______________________________________________

In honor of_________________________________________________

W ILLIAMSBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

757-229-1217
churchoffice@williamsburgbaptist.com

www.williamsburgbaptist.com



WILLIAMSBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

227 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dear WBC Family,

So many good things are happening

at ol’ W illiamsburg Baptist! Last

S u n d a y ’ s  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e

Discernment Team continues to

encourage us to think about the

future! Far from the fearsome

scenario many of us had imagined, to

see that we have options was

heartening; and to imagine the

possibility of finding a partner with

whom we might create new surroundings is energizing to be

sure. To be sure, we are only in the beginning stages of

what may prove to be a lengthy journey; but we have

direction! W e can see a way forward!

The Discernment Team, in making its report, assembled a

lengthy document detailing its work over the past few

months and made it available. If you have not received

yours, please call the church office to get your copy. The

bottom line is that the team recommends that we stay in our

current location, BUT other things must fall in place to make

that feasible. W e must find a partner(s) who will recognize

the value of our location and work with us to create a

mutually beneficial building and parking suitable to our

purposes and theirs. In addition, we must grow beyond

believing that the future should look very much like the past.

One thing the Discernment Team learned is that growing

churches are doing things differently than we have typically

done them.

W e will have to adopt changes in the way we make

decisions as a church. This will probably entail organizing

ourselves a little differently and allowing our leaders to have 

greater influence in outcomes. W e must also reprioritize our

financial commitments to allow for growth. The appropriate

councils will take up this work and you will be hearing more 

about this later.

W e must also begin to take actions so you can continue to

support the church even after you take up residence in

heaven. I never met Charlie Hatchel because he died

decades before I became the pastor of First Baptist,

Newport News. But because he planned for his giving to

continue after his death, he has given more to the church

after he died than most members give during their lifetimes.

And his giving will continue. The Virginia Baptist

Foundation, Inc., will be very pleased to show you how you

can continue to enjoy the benefits of your retirement while

still providing for your church.

I realize the timing of my comments may be difficult, given

the dear ones who have left us behind in recent weeks, but

I fear there is perhaps no good time to mention such things.

And, beginning the Sunday after Easter, we are embarking

on a 6-week study together. Called “W hat on Earth am I

Here For?,” the daily readings in the book (by the same

name) will focus on our purpose as human beings and as

Christians. On Sundays, May 4 to June 8, we will meet

during the Sunday School hour at 9:30 for both large-group

and small-group discussions, followed by worship  services

designed to reinforce the theme of the week. The books

cost $12 and the study guides for Sunday mornings are $7

and will be available through the church. Don’t let the cost

keep you from ordering your copy!

I believe this will benefit us in several ways. First, for those

who do not already have a daily time of study and prayer,

the discipline of reading a brief chapter on a spiritual theme

will help to establish this discipline as a habit. Second,

reading the same information and discussing it on Sundays

will give us a sense of unity and common perspective.

Third, the material is good! W e all need to be reminded of

our purpose!

I look forward to seeing you Sunday as we continue our

sermon series on the “I am...” sayings of Jesus.

Yours and His, Jim

March Notes from Nancy
Can we say the snow is gone? W ell,

even if it is not, there is so much to be

excited about and enjoy! God is good!

I am excited about what is going on

and being planned for the next few

weeks and months.

There is so much to share about

planned activities, lunches and

schedules. I hope you will plan to join

in and invite friends, members and

new people to join our ventures and excursions. Don’t

forget about our morning coffee at Panera Bread on

Monday, April 7. Your coffee will be paid for if you bring a

guest or if this is your first time joining us for coffee.

Our April lunch is on W ednesday, April 16. The Swinging

Seniors, a group of about 30 from First Baptist, Newport

News, will be our lunch guests. Due to the large number in

attendance, we will have lunch in the Social Hall. Please

plan to come and support this group. If you can help out in

any way, please let me know.

One of the first events on our agenda is the trip to Mt.

Vernon on Tuesday, May 6. Everyone should have received

a flyer or picked one up from the bulletin board. The cost is

$79 for the bus trip, lunch and tour of the mansion. There

will be free time to tour the area on your own. The cost does

not cover the tip to the bus driver, so a collection will be

taken to cover the “thank you.” Please remember: if you

plan to go, the payment as well as your choice for lunch

must be in to me no later than Tuesday, April 22, at 10 am.

W e need to have at least 30 people or we will have to

cancel the trip. Please sign up early.

W ith spring and summer approaching, I am looking forward

to great things happening not only with our Forever Young

group, but for our church as well. Be on the watch for “POP

UPS” that might occur at a week’s notice!

See you soon! Nancy Moore
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SCHEDULE
What On Earth Am I Here For?

April 6-27

Purchase Materials from W BC

Book $12; Study Guide $7

April 27

Begin Reading One Chapter a Day

May 4-June 8, 9:30-10:30 am

Join Others for Short Video and 

Discussion Led by Your Deacon


